
 

A L L I A N C E  O F  S M A L L  I S L A N D  S T A T E S  

 

As SIDS4 Ends, AOSIS & Antigua and Barbuda Launch New SIDS Global Data Hub 

The SIDS Global Data Hub, launched by The Honourable Gaston Browne, Prime Minister of 

Antigua and Barbuda, and Ambassador Luteru, AOSIS Chair, is part of the SIDS Centre of 

Excellence, a landmark, tangible outcome of the historic Fourth International Conference 

on SIDS (SIDS4) 

 

Dr. Simona Marinescu, Senior Advisor Small Island Developing States, UNOPS; Ambassador Fatumanava-o-Upolu 

III Dr Pa'olelei Luteru, Chair of the Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS); The Honourable Gaston Browne, Prime 

Minister of Antigua and Barbuda;  PVBLIC Foundation Executive Chairman Sergio Fernandez de Cordova; 

Ambassador Walton Webson, Permanent Representative of the Mission of Antigua and Barbuda. 
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SIDS4 culminated with a series of milestone initiatives and strengthened partnerships between 
small island developing states and the international community, chief of which is the launch of the 
SIDS Global Data Hub. This is part of the new Center of Excellence for the Sustainable Development 
of SIDS, one of the exciting substantive developments from the SIDS4 10-year sustainable 
development action plan, the Antigua and Barbuda Agenda for SIDS (ABAS).  
 
The Honourable Gaston Browne, Prime Minister of Antigua and Barbuda, was joined by His 
Excellency Fatumanava-o-Upolu III Dr Pa'olelei Luteru, Chair of the Alliance of Small Island States 
(AOSIS) in declaring the SIDS Global Data Hub open. The launch took place on Thursday 30th May 
on the closing day of SIDS4. 
 
An inter-regional platform, the SIDS Global Data Hub will help AOSIS Member States establish or 
improve national data centres and create SDG Data Hubs to enhance decision-making, build 
capacity, track progress, and strengthen the amount and quality of public, private and 
international development finance. 
 
The initiative was initiated on the margins of the 78th United Nations General Assembly, with an 
MOU signing between AOSIS, the Government of Antigua and Barbuda, and PVBLIC Foundation, 
an organisation that mobilises data and technology for sustainable development. The United 
Nations Office for Project Services was also on hand and pledged their commitment to advancing 
the Hub. 
 
“As SIDS confront the unprecedented challenges posed by climate change, economic instability, 
and global health crises, it has become abundantly clear that leveraging data and digital 
technologies is not just a choice but a necessity,” said Ambassador Luteru. “Recognizing the 
importance of data and technology for SIDS, the Center of Excellence will serve as a focal point for 
innovation, knowledge sharing and training for all SIDS. It will be a hub for research, capacity 
building, and collaboration to enhance the socio-economic and environmental resilience of SIDS.” 
 
“The SIDS Global Data Hub will develop and strengthen the institutional and technical capacity of 
SIDS by establishing a sustainable and enduring repository for comprehensive data on SIDS for 
SIDS. This SIDS Centre Center and its Global Data Hub will drive investment in key areas of science, 
technology and data frameworks. This will be crucial as we develop the monitoring and evaluation 
framework for the Antigua and Barbuda Agenda for SIDS so that its implementation and progress 
can be accurately tracked and guide data-driven decision-making.” 
 
SIDS4 has been a highly productive summit, bringing together global leaders and high-level officials 
committed to creating actionable solutions for SIDS’ sustainable development.  
 
The Honourable Fiamē Naomi Mataʻafa, Prime Minister of Samoa, led the AOSIS delegation and 
chaired numerous meetings with leaders such as the United Nations Secretary General, Antonio 
Guterres, the President of the United Nations General Assembly, Dennis Francis, the Honourable 
José Ulisses de Pina Correia e Silva, Prime Minister of Cape Verde, and Ministers from countries 
including France, India, Norway, and Finland.  
 



“For SIDS, resilience is perhaps the single, truly unifying idea that can help us chart a way forward 
together,” said Prime Minister Mata’afa. “Resilience is all about safeguarding sustainable 
development and well-being for everyone. As we chart this new course for resilient prosperity, we 
must forge ahead with revolutionary, bold ideas to ensure we leave no one behind.” 
 
 

 
The Honourable Fiamē Naomi Mataʻafa, Prime Minister of Samoa, AOSIS Chair, speaks at a high-

level dialogue at SIDS4, along with The Honourable Gaston Browne, Prime Minister of Antigua 
and Barbuda, United Nations Secretary General, Antonio Guterres, and Mr. Li Junhua Secretary-

General of the Conference. 
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About AOSIS: 
Since 1990, AOSIS has represented the interests of the 39 small island and low-lying coastal developing 
states in international climate change, sustainable development negotiations and processes. As a voice for 
the vulnerable, its mandate is more than amplifying marginalised voices as it also advocates for these 
countries’ interests. In terms of size, AOSIS closely resembles the countries it represents on the global stage, 
but often punches far above its weight, negotiating historic global commitments to cut greenhouse gas 
emissions, among other achievements. 
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