
Briefing by the President of the General Assembly on his priorities for the resumed part of the 77th session

Tuesday, 17 January 2023 (10:00am -1:00pm)
Trusteeship Council Chamber

[DRAFT] Intervention by the Chair of AOSIS:

Introduction:

· I have the honor to take the floor as the Chair of the Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS).
· Let me begin by thanking you for organizing this briefing to highlight your priorities for the resumed part of the 77th Session of the General Assembly. We rely on your able leadership to ensure t
‘hat the outstanding work is completed in an effective and timely manner. ‘
? I wish to take this opportunity to highlight some of the priority issues for 
AO
‘Fourth SIDS Conference

· We are now reaching the end of the SAMOA Pathway, and looking ahead to charting the new sustainable development pathway for SIDS at the Fourth SIDS Conference in 2024.
· Following deliberations in the Second Committee,  the General Assembly has adopted the modalities for the Conference through A/RES/77/245. With ;the limited time we have to finalize the preparations for the Conference, the mandates in this resolution need to be urgently executed. In this regard, we call for:
· Finalizing the procedural and logistical aspects for the regional and interregional preparatory meetings that will take plac…,./e this year, in a manner that will facilitate maximum participation of all relevant stakeholders
· The UN System to pool resources from all relevant entities to provide the necessary support for the preparation of the conference, including collating of information
· Finalization of the Bureau of the preparatory committee for the conference and commence the discussions on the additional modalities and format of the Conference
· Commencing outreach to all relevant stakeholders that can contribute to meaningful outcomes at the fourth SIDS Conference.
· From a substantive point of view, we also need to take stock of outstanding mandates of the SAMOA Pathway, and identify the challenges and obstacles in implementation, which can guide the formulation of the new. framework. The High Level Political Forum and other relevant processes of 
· the General Assembly should be utilized for this purpose. 
· We also wish to see more open and transparent dialogue with Member States and other relevant stakeholders on what the expectations of SIDS are from this Conference, with the aim of ensuring the most ambitious possible outcomes. We hope to facilitate this through the Steering Committee on Partnerships for SIDS. 

Conclusion of the MVI Process

· Access to development financing has been identified as a major barrier for SIDS in realizing sustainable development aspirations. Therefore, another critical mandate emerging from the Resolution is the finalization of the work on the multidimensional vulnerability index by the extended deadline of 30 June 2023.
· Recognizing the notable progress that has been made by the High..-Level Panel of Experts, including the proposed definitions for structural vulnerability and the two-level structure for the index, we encourage all Member States to engage constructively in the additional consultations with the expert panel, with the aim of adopting the index by consensus. 
· We also need to start laying out the groundwork for the potential use of the index, and believe that the General Assembly is an open and inclusive forum to advance these discussions with relevant stakeholders. We hope such discussions can be facilitated through the convening powers of the PGA.

Enhancing Climate Ambition

· As you are all aware, the escalating impacts of climate change continues to be the preeminent challenge for sustainable development in SIDS. Although the Paris Agreement Work Programme is complete, two critical ambition gaps hinder achieving the objectives through its implementation:
1. Current global commitments are inadequate to close the emissions gap needed to limit global warming to 1.5 degrees
2. The pace of implementation is insufficient to deliver the required reductions in the timeframe we have left
· The General Assembly has an important role to play in maintaining global climate ambition across the development agenda, as the Mitigation Work Programme commences, and the first Global Stock take of the Paris Agreement takes place this year. Relevant synergies need to be harnessed with these processes at the UNFCCC.
· Collective efforts are needed to peak emissions immediately, with the aim of halving global emissions by 2030.
· In this regard, we need to explore how phase down of coal and phase out of fossil fuel subsidies can be operationalized, while taking into account the need to facilitate just transition pathways, especially for developing countries. 
· There is also the need to reach parity in climate finance for adaptation and mitigation, taking into account the urgent adaptation needs of SIDS, from the frontlines of climate change. 

Implementation of the 2030 Agenda and other Frameworks

· The lingering impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic has hindered the Sustainable Development Goals in SIDS. With a potential global recession looming, the decade of implementation must be tailored to the circumstances that we currently face. The SDG Summit must address this reality.
· Additional focus is needed on the targets that have expired, particularly under SDG 14, operationalizing the Call from the Second UN Ocean Conference.
· The 2023 UN Water Conference is an important opportunity to identify the gaps in implementing SDG 6, and similarly we must begin preparing for the global stock take of SDG 7 which will be held in 2024.
· While SIDS are particularly vulnerable to disasters, limited progress has been achieved in implementing the Sendai targets in SIDS. The Midterm Review of the Sendai Framework is instrumental to identify barriers and how they can be addressed, including through the new development framework for SIDS.

Conclusion

· We recognize the number of mandates assigned to you, and the lofty expectations of Member States, we are confident that you and your able team will be able to successfully deliver what SIDS need to move ahead.
· While our situations may be different, our collective goals are the same. Therefore we need to understand that our interests are not mutually exclusive, and we are not competing in achieving our priorities.
· We stand ready to work with you and all Member States to make our collective vision a reality.

I thank you.  
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